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Airlines to Furnish Flyers’ Details to
Customs 24 Hrs Before Departure

Will have to provide
PNR, credit card and
baggage details

Our Bureau

New Delhi: Alrcrafl opera-
tors will now have to furnish
all travel-related information
including date of travel, credit
card detalls, and baggage In-
formation about passengers
who are going to travel in and
outof Indiaat least 24 hours be-
fore their Might departure,
Non-adherence to these ru-
les will attract & penalty bet-
ween 25,000 and 750,000 for
each act of non-compliance,
The Central Board of Indi-

rect Taxes and Customs on Tu-

esday notified the Passenger
Name Record Information Re-
gulations 2022 that mandate
aircraft operators to share
certain information with the
Mational Customs Targeting
Centre-Passenger (NCTC-P).
The NCTC-P will conduct risk
analysisof passengers,

Officials said the regulation
is in line with international
best practices,

“Tt is meant to improve risk
profiling of passengers tlygep-
ugh advance information
senior government offj
cialtold ET.

Another official sa-
id the customs de-
partment will use the
datafor improved surve-
illance and risk assessment
of Myers.

Thisdata will also helpthe law

enforcement agencies in India

Flying High
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or any other country

“When passenger name re-
cord information relates (o any
affence, underany law for the ti-
ma being in foroe, at national ar
international level, the NCTC-P

may share the relevant infor
mation on a case-to-case bhasis
with other law enforcement
agencies or government de
partments of Indiaorany other
country,” the regulation said,
Thelistof data which thispas-
senger name record informa-
tiot will capture is exhaustive
It captures PNR, date of reser.
vation and issue of ticket, pay-
ment/billing information in-
cluding credit card, travel itine
rary for specific PNE, baggage
information, passport detailato
evien frequent fyer and benefit
information, travel agent and
all historical chonges to PNR.
“The PNR regulations would
b an effective tool in curbing
eross-border crimes,” said Ta-
nushres Roy, director-indirect
tax at Nangia Andersen India.
For full report, go to
wwweconomictimes. com




® CHECK ON ECONOMIC OFFENCES
Airlines told to share details

of international passengers

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, August ¢

THE CENTRAL BOARD of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has made it mandatory
for all airlines to transfer the
international passengerinfor-
mation they collect in the nor-
mal course of business opera-
tions to the designated
customsauthorities. The move
is intended to checkcross-bor-
der economic offences and
other crimes.

According tothe Passenger
Name Record Information
Regulations, 2022, (PNR Reg-
ulations),dated August 8,the
information to be shared
include name of the passenger,
billing information (credit card
number), date of issue of ticket,
dates of intended travel, names
of other travellers in the same
PNR, travel itinerary for the
PNR as well as contact details
like email ID, mobile number,
details of travel agency, bag-
gage information and code
share information (when one
airline sells seatson anotherair
carrier's flight).

Every aircraft operator is
required to transfer passenger
information not later than 24
hours before the departuretime
oratthedeparture time.Foreach
act of non-compliance to these
regulations, the aircraft opera-
tors would have to pay a penalty
of aminimumof¥25,000anda
maximum of ¥50,000.

The PNR Regulations aim
to receive and process passen-
ger name record information
alongwith any otherinforma-
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STEPPING UP RISK ANALYSIS

B Information to be
shared include name of
the passenger, billing
information, date of issue
of ticket, dates of
intended travel, names of
other travellers in same
PNR, travelitinerary

tion relevantforrisk analysis of
passengers to the National
Customs Targeting Centre-
Passenger for (a) the preven-
tion,detection, investigation
and prosecution of offences
under the CustomsAct and the
rules and regulations made
there under, or (b) the law
enforcement agencies or gov-
ernment departments of India
oranyothercountrymay spec-
ify for regulation, it said.

“The regulations would be
an effective tool in curbing
cross-border crimes. At the
same time, the said Regula-
tions would help keep a track
recordof every passengertrav-
elling toand from India,which
would further help in the pre-
vention, detection, investiga-
tion and prosecution of

m Airlines to share info
not later than 24 hours
before departure time
or at thedeparture time

M For non-compliance,
penalty set at a
minimum of ¥25,000 and
a maximum of 50,000

offences under the Customs
Act,"said Tanushree, Roy,direc-
tor- Indirect Tax, Nangia
Andersen India

Zhengshen Ouand Zhang
Jie, directors of GPICPL,a firm
associated with mobile maker
Vivo, fled from India last year
after the Enforcement Direc-
torate intensified its inquiry
into the money-laundering
case against the Chinese firm.

To address likely privacy
concerns, the CBIC notification
said: “Processing of passenger
name record information
revealing a person’s race or
ethnic origin, political opin-
ions, religion or philosophical
beliefs, trade union member-
ship, health, sexual life or sex-
ual orientation shall not be

permitted”



Airlines told to furnish all details
of passengers to Customs Dept

Foreign carriers, too, to provide information
including passport, payment, travel agent
details for the purpose of 'risk analysis’

SHISHER S1rHE

Farer Dardhl, dasgpusd

All airlines flying to or from
India are now uired o
submit details al all passen.
girs and cabin crew to the I
disn Customs autharity for
risk analysis. The Central
Boxrd of Indirecs Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) has novified
rules [or 4 provisicn made in
the Finamoe AL, 2017,

The new rubes, elfecrive
from Auglst 8, envisage the
selling up ol a ‘Mational Cus
toms Targeting Cenire - Pas
senger, a body that will col
ket and store indormation an
passengers consing in (o, oo

Mying out ol ndia for the
purpese of “risk snalysis™

Data to be stored for 5 yrs
This informarion will inchude
mof fust the detsils incloded
in the passport but 2l avail-
able payment/billing inform
ation  including the credit
card murnber, the name ol tee
travel agent and even the spe
cal services provided 1o the
i senger by the airfines
The Mational Customs Ta
geting Centre - Passenger will
stare these details for five
vears for the purpase of “pre-
venton, detection, investiga
tion and progecution® of al

Info required to be submitted by carriers
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AcL,

The information is also 1o
be shared with the Lw en
forvement agencies, govers
ment departments and even
foreign powvernments. How
ever, domestic and foreign
entities will be required 1o
specily the purpose ol seek
ing dada “When passenger
name  recond  inlormation
relates 1o any offence, o
any law im lorce, af nationel
ar internarsanal level, the Na-
tional Cuostoms - Targeling
Centfe - Passengers may share
relevant  information an a
casetocase basis with other
law enlomement agendies of
grernment depariments al
India of any other couniry,
the notification sakd

“Every  aircrall  operatos

o Ay ol lecied AP mlcemalican
(e, Advanse Passeiger
Infarmation or &P cthat is initially
cagrtuined by an air camier within its
PR, sl i paelsport reindber, date
of barth @i Render ]

0 Al histarkal Changes bo thae PHE

shall  transfer  passengers
tame record information nod
later than twenty-lour howrs
befare the departure time; or
it the deparure lme —
wheels oll™ & CBIC notificse
tion said. In case ol nan-cam-
pliance, airlines will have o
pay  penalty  of  T25.000-
o000 lor each coniraven-
Liom.

The notlication alio pre-
scribes data retention ke five
years anly provided it 5 oot
required in the course of an
investigation, proseculion, oF
amy court proceeding. Alter
the fve-year period, it will be
disposed by deperonaliss-
tiom  or  anosyosation
through masking ouwt the rel-
evant infarmation. However,
de-persapalised or  an
onymised Inlormation may
e reperonalised or wne
masked wisen used in connec-
ticin with an identilabde case,
thireat or risk for the specilied

purposes. The morification
alse has provision of annuaal
mnllin to curh misuse of dats

Curbing crimes
Tamushree Roy, Director (In-
direct Tax) with Nangis An-
cersen ldia, hoped Lhe new
regulation will be an effective
ol in curbing crosshorder
Crimes.

Alhishek |ain, Partoer with
EPMG in Indiy said, “wWihile
simict privacy guidetines have
been  stipulsted wnder the
sabd regulations, the govern-
ment should endure that the
samse are duby enforced 1o
prevent unauihorised usage ™




Blow to privacy as
airlines told to share
int’l passengers’ info

DIPAK MONDAL & Mew Dol

IN & move that flies in the face of privacy
rights, the Cenire has brought 1n & law that
mandates airlines to share the details of in-
coming and outpoing international passengers
with the Castoms department 24 hours before
departure. Airlines will now ave to share per-
sonal details of international passengers in-
cluding name, age. phons
number, email address, trav-
el itinerary as well and as
sensitive information such
a5 the credit card number
used b0 book the ticket, fre-
quent flyver details eto

The finance ministry on
Monday notified the Passen-
ger Name Record (PMR) In-
formation Regulation, 2023
seeking to curb cross-border
economic crimes by prevent-
ing offenders from fleeing
the country With this, India
joined &) other countries that
coliect PNR details of inter-
national passengers.

Under the new regulation,
aitrcraft operators will have
o transfer the PNR details to

EU court
eases rules

aver privacy

Adrfines in EU
are suppased to
chare PR data
with member
coamtries.
However, a
recent court
order relaxed
the rules citing

the Customs department ina pivacy concems
specified format. The data
thus shared will be ased for “the prevention,
detection, investigation and prosecution of of-
fences under the Customs Act”™, the finance
ministry said. The imformation may also be
shared with other departments including law
enforcement agencies in India and abroad.

The new regulations will help the povern-
ment curb cross-border crimes, said Tanush-
ree Roy, director {indirect tax) at Nangia An-
dersen India. “The Regulations will also help
keep a track record of every passenger travel-
ling to and from India,” she added.

Abhishek Jain, partner (indirect tax) at
EPMG in India, said the povernment should
ensure that strict privacy guidelines are fol-

lowed so as to prevent unauthorised usage.




